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in his favour. But the duke refused to acquiesce in this sentence; and
the Archduke Ferdinand and several other princes had in vain attempted
to reconcile the two cousins. At length St Aloysius was sent for to be
the mediator of peace. He had then just finished his second year of divinity,
and was at the Jesuit's villa at Frescati during the vacation when Father
Robert Bellarmin brought him an order from the general to repair to
Mantua about this affair. A discreet lay-brother was appointed to be
his companion, to whom a charge was given to take care of his health,
with an order to Aloysius to obey him as to that particular. Most edifying
were the examples of his profound humility, mortification, love of poverty,
and devotion, and incredible the fruits of his zeal, both on the road and
at Mantua, Castiglione, and other places where he went. Though both
parties were exceedingly exasperated, no sooner did this angel of peace
appear than they were perfectly reconciled. The duke, though before
much incensed, was entirely disarmed by the sight and moving discourse
of the saint; he readily pardoned and yielded up the estate to the marquis,
who as easily consented to bury in oblivion all that had passed, and the
two cousins made a sincere and strict alliance and friendship together.
Many others who were at variance, or at law, were in the same manner
made friends by the means of the saint's friendly interposing. No enmity
seemed able to withstand the spirit of meekness and charity which his
words and whole deportment breathed. Great numbers were by him
converted from sinful habits, and many brought to a profession of perfect
virtue. His brother Ralph had fallen in love with a young gentlewoman,
much inferior to him in birth, and had secretly married her before private
witnesses, but durst not publish his marriage for fear of offending his
uncle, Alphonsus Gonzaga, lord of Castle-Godfrey, whose heir he was to
be. The saint represented to him that by such a conduct, notwithstanding
his precaution, he offended God by the scandal he gave to his subjects
and others, who looked upon his behaviour as criminal. He, moreover,
undertook to satisfy his uncle, mother, and other friends, and thus engaged
him publicly to declare his marriage, and the uncle, and others, through
the saint's mediation, took no offence at the alliance. Aloysius having
happily restored peace among all his relations, and settled them in the
practice of true virtue, by the direction of his superiors went to Milan
on the 22nd of March 1590, there to pursue his theological studies.
These he accompanied with his usual exercises of devotion and al! virtues,
especially humility, to nourish and improve which in his heart he embraced
every kind of humiliation. He often begged to serve in the kitchen and
refectory, and it was his delight to draw water for the cook, wash the
dishes, cover the table, or sweep the scullery. Whilst he was at Milan
one day in his morning prayer, he was favoured with a revelation that
he had only a short time to live. And by this heavenly visitation